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he fails to have a good harvest, he will be forced to raise
loans which may cause him to lose a part of his right
over his land (XV~3). To lose one's inherited estate
is against filial obligations and thus will be condemned.
Moreover, in the village there are few inducements to
extravagance. Display of wealth in daily consumption
does not lead to prestige. On the contrary, it may
attract kidnappers as seen in the case of Wang several
years ago.

But the idea of thrift is absent on ceremonial
occasions. Expenses in funeral and marriage cere-
monies are not considered as individual consumption
but as fulfilment of social obligations. A good son
must provide the best possible coffin and grave for his
parent. In the marriage ceremony, as mentioned, the
parents on both sides will try to provide the best
marriage gift and dowry, and offer the richest feasts, as
their ability permits*

Thrift only sets an upper limit for the variation of
livelihood. It becomes meaningless when one is not
able to reach the accepted standard of proper living.
It is the idea of generosity and kinship obligation in
helping relatives (XV-a), that keeps individuals from
sinking too^ much below the standard. Therefore the
unequal distribution of wealth in the village is not
expressed in a marked variation in the level of daily
livelihood. Only a few persons have special and
valuable clothes and there are no essential differences
in housing and food.

2. HOUSING

A house, in general, consists of three rooms. The
front room is the largest. It is used for working, such
as raising silkworms, manufacturing silk, threshing